Philosophy Faculty Reading List 2011-2012

PART Il PAPER 03:
ETHICS

SYLLABUS

The ends of action: needs and interests; preference and value; prudence and
time-preference; well-being.

Metaethics: realism; expressivism and quasi-realism; irrealism.

Biomedical ethics; prenatal screening and abortion; genetic engineering and
eugenics; Health and health care.

Ethics and organisations: corporate agency; corporate responsibility; trust and
accountability.

Set text: Kant, Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals, with special reference
to the following topics: the categorical imperative; duty and motive; morality and
freedom.

*Material marked with an asterisk* is important
THE ENDS OF ACTION
Needs and Interests

*FRANKFURT, H., 'Necessity and Desire', in Necessary Goods: Our Responsibility
to Meet Others' Needs, edited by G. Brock (Lanham, MD: Rowman &
Littlefield, 1998), pp.19-37.

*WIGGINS, D., 'Claims of Need', in his Needs, Values, Truth. 3rd ed. (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 1998), pp. 1-58.

NUSSBAUM, M. and SEN, A., eds., The Quality of Life (Oxford: Clarendon, 1993).
[Part I. Also available online at: www.oxfordscholarship.com]

O'NEILL, O., 'Rights, Obligations and Needs', in Necessary Goods: Our
Responsibility to Meet Others' Needs, edited by G. Brock (Lanham, MD:
Rowman & Littlefield, 1998), pp. 95-112.

WIGGINS, D., 'What Is the Force of the Claim That One Needs Something?' in
Necessary Goods: Our Responsibility to Meet Others' Needs, edited by G.
Brock (Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 1998).

Preference and Value

*SCANLON, T.M., Value, Desire and the Quality of Life', in The Quality of Life.
edited by M. Nussbaum and A. Sen (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1993),
pp. 185-200. [Also available online at www.oxfordscholarship.com]

*SEN, A., 'Behaviour and the Concept of Preference.' Economica 40, No. 159
(1973): 241-59. Repr. in Rational Choice, ed by J. Elster (Oxford: Blackwell,
1986), pp. 60-81.

QUINN, W., 'Rationality and the Human Good', Social Philosophy and Policy 9
(1992): 81-95. Reprinted in W. Quinn, Morality and Action (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1993) [ch. 11]

SAGOFF, M., 'Values and Preferences', in The Economy of the Earth: Philosophy,
Law and the Environment. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1988),
pp. 99-123. [ch. 5]

SCANLON, T.M., 'Preference and Urgency.' Journal of Philosophy 72 (1975): 655-
69.

Prudence and Time-preference

*NAGEL, T., 'Subjective Reasons and Prudence', in The Possibility of Altruism.
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1970), pp. 27-78. [part I1]

*PARFIT, D., 'Rationality and Time', in Reasons and Persons. (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 1984), 117-98. [Also available online at:
www.oxfordscholarship.com]

BRICKER, P., 'Prudence’, The Journal of Philosophy 77 (1980): 381-401.

BRINK, D.O., 'Prudence and Authenticity: Intrapersonal Conflicts of Value', The
Philosophical Review 112 (2003): 215-45.

STOCKER, M., 'Parfit on the Time of Value', in Reading Parfit, edited by J. Dancy
(Oxford: Blackwell, 1997), pp. 54-70.

TREBILCOT, J., 'Aprudentialism." American Philosophical Quarterly 11 (1974): 203-
10.

Well-being

*GRIFFIN, J., Well-Being: Its Meaning Measurement and Moral Importance
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1986) [chs I-IV. Also available online at:
www.oxfordscholarship.com]

*PARFIT, D., 'What Makes Someone's Life Go Best', in Reasons and Persons.
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1984), 493-502. [Appendix I. Also
available online at: www.oxfordscholarship.com]

ARISTOTLE, Nicomachean Ethics (various editions) [Especially Book 10]

ARNESON, R., 'Desire Formation and Human Good', in Preferences and Well-
Being, edited by S. Olsaretti (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006),
9-32.

FELDMAN, F., Pleasure and the Good Life (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 2004) [38-
78; 108-123. Also available online at: www.oxfordscholarship.com]

HURKA, T., Perfectionism (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1993) [Especially ch.
1-4. Also available online at www.oxfordscholarship.com]




SEN, A., 'Capability and Well-Being', in The Quality of Life, edited by M. Nussbaum
and A. Sen (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1993) [Also available
online at www.oxfordscholarship.com]

METAETHICS
Realism

*STURGEON, N., 'Moral Explanations Defended', in Contemporary Debates in
Moral Theory, edited by J. Dreier (Oxford: Blackwell, 2006), 241-62.

*WIGGINS, D., Ethics: Twelve Lectures on the Philosophy of Morality (London:
Penguin, 2006) [chs 11-12]

BOYD, R., 'How to Be a Moral Realist', in Essays on Moral Realism. edited by G.
Sayre-McCord (Ithaca, NY.: Cornell University Press, 1988), 181-228.
Reprinted in R. Shafer-Landau & T. Cuneo, eds. Foundations of Ethics
(Oxford: Blackwell, 2007), pp. 163-185.

DANCY, J., 'Two Conceptions of Moral Realism.' Proceedings of the Aristotelian
Society Suppl. vol. 60 (1986): 167-87.

FOOQOT, P., Natural Goodness (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2001) [Available
online at www.oxfordscholarship.com]

JACKSON, F., From Metaphysics to Ethics (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998)
[chs 5, 6. Available online at www.oxfordscholarship.com]

PARFIT, D., On What Matters, Vol. 2. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011) [chs.
24-32]

RAILTON, P., Facts, Values, and Norms (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
2003) [chs 1, 2. Ch. 1 is reprinted in R. Shafer-Landau & T. Cuneo eds.,
Foundations of Ethics (Oxford: Blackwell, 2007), 186-203]

Expressivism and Quasi-realism

*BLACKBURN, S., Ruling Passions (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998) [chs.
1-4, 9]

*GIBBARD, A., Thinking How to Live (Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2003)
[chs 3, 4.]

BLACKBURN, S., Essays in Quasi-Realism (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
1993) [chs. 9-11. Also available at www.myilibrary.com/?id=52667]

BLACKBURN, S., ‘Evaluations, Projections and Quasi-realism’ in his Spreading the
Word (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1984). Reprinted in M. Smith (ed.)
Meta-ethics (Aldershot: Dartmouth, 1995), pp. 3-38.

GIBBARD, A., Wise Choices, Apt Feelings (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1990)
Also short excerpt reprinted as 'Wise Choices, Apt Feelings' in S. Darwall, A.
Gibbard, and P. Railton (eds.) Moral Discourse and Practice (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 1996), pp. 179-198 [esp. chs 1-7 in Gibbard (1990)]
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LENMAN, J., 'Disciplined Syntacticism and Moral Expressivism.' Philosophy and
Phenomenological Research 66 (2003): 32-57.

PRINZ, J., The Emotional Construction of Morals (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
2007) [Part 1]

RIDGE, M., 'Ecumenical Expressivism: Finessing Frege.' Ethics 116 (2006): 302-
36.

Irrealism

*JOYCE, R., The Myth of Morality (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2001)
Abridged version repr. in R. Shafer-Landau & T. Cuneo eds. Foundations of
Ethics (Oxford: Blackwell, 2007), pp. 23-34 [chs 1-3 & 8]

*WILLIAMS, B., Ethics and the Limits of Philosophy (London: Fontana, 1985) [ch. 8.
Also available online at www.myilibrary.com/?id=62206]

BLACKBURN, S., Essays in Quasi-Realism (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
1993) [ch. 8. Also available online at www.myilibrary.com/?id=52667]

BLACKBURN, S., ‘Quasi-Realism No Fictionalism’ in M. Kalderon, ed., Fictionalism
in Metaphysics (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005) [ch. 11]

GARNER, R.T., 'On the Genuine Queerness of Moral Properties and Facts.'
Australasian Journal of Philosophy 68 (1990): 137-46.

JOYCE, R., The Evolution of Morality (Cambridge, MA.: MIT Press, 2005) [ch. 5-6]

KALDERON, M., Moral Fictionalism (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005) [ch. 3]

LEWIS, D., ‘Quasi-Realism is Fictionalism’, in M. Kalderon, ed., Fictionalism in
Metaphysics (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005) [ch. 10]

LILLEHAMMER, H., 'Debunking Morality: Evolutionary Naturalism and Moral Error
Theory.' Biology and Philosophy 18 (2003): 567-81.

LILLEHAMMER, H., 'Moral Error Theory.' Proceedings of the Aristotelian Society
104 (2004): 93-109.

BIOMEDICAL ETHICS
Prenatal Screening and Abortion

*THOMSON, J.J., 'A Defence of Abortion.' Philosophy and Public Affairs 1 (1971):
47-66. Also in P. Singer Applied Ethics (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
1986), pp. 37-56; also in H. Kuhse and P. Singer (eds.) Bioethics: An
Anthology (Oxford: Blackwell, 1999), pp. 36-45.

*TOOLEY, M., 'Abortion and Infanticide.' Philosophy and Public Affairs 2 (1972):
37-65. Also in P. Singer (ed.) Applied Ethics (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 1986), pp. 57-86, and also in H. Kuhse and P. Singer (eds.) Bioethics:
An Anthology (Oxford: Blackwell, 1999), pp. 21-35.

DWORKIN, R., Life's Dominion (London: Harper Collins, 1993) [chs 2-6]



FINNIS, J., 'Abortion and Health Care Ethics', in Bioethics: An Anthology. 2nd ed.
edited by P. Singer and H. Kuhse (Oxford: Blackwell, 2006), pp. 13-20.

KAPLAN, D., 'Prenatal Screening and Its Impact on Persons with Disabilities', in
Bioethics: An Anthology. 2nd ed, edited by H. Kuhse and P. Singer (Oxford:
Blackwell, 2006), pp. 130-35.

MACKENZIE, C., ‘Abortion and Embodiment’ Australian Journal of Philosophy 70/2,
1992. Reprinted in Dwyer and Feinberg, The Problem of Abortion. (London:
Wadsworth, 1997) and Paul Komesaroff, ed., Troubled Bodies (London:
Duke University Press; 1995).

MACKINNON, C.A., Toward a Feminist Theory of the State (Cambridge: Harvard
University Press, 1989) [ch. 10]

MARQUIS, D., 'Why Abortion Is Immoral?' Journal of Philosophy 86 (1989): 183-
202.

Genetic Engineering and Eugenics

*BUCHANAN, A., et al., From Chance to Choice (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 2000) [esp. chs 1-6 & Appendix I]

*SANDEL, M., The Case against Perfection (Cambridge: Harvard University Press,
2007) [chs 2, 3]

AGAR, N, 'Liberal Eugenics.' Public Affairs Quarterly 12 (1998): 137-55. Also in H.
Kuhse and P. Singer (eds.) Bioethics: An Anthology (Oxford: Blackwell,
1999), pp. 171-181.

HARRIS, J., 'Is Gene Therapy a Form of Eugenics?' Bioethics 7 (1993): 178-87.
Also in H. Kuhse and P. Singer , eds, Bioethics: An Anthology (Blackwell,
1999), pp. 165-170; and also in R. S. Downie (ed.) Medical Ethics (Aldershot:
Dartmouth, 1996), pp. 391-400.

KITCHER, P., The Lives to Come (London: Allen Lane, 1996) [esp. chs 8-12]

PAUL, D.B., 'Is Human Genetics Disguised Eugenics?' in The Philosophy of
Biology, edited by D. Hull and M. Ruse (Oxford: Oxford University Press,
1998), 536-51.

WILKINSON, S., "Designer Babies", Instrumentalisation and the Child's Right to an
Open Future', in Philosophical Reflections on Medical Ethics, edited by N.
Athanassoulis, (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2005), pp. 44-69.

Health and Health Care
*DANIELS, N., Just Health: Meeting Health Needs Fairly (Oxford: Oxford University

Press, 2008) [chs. 1-5. Also available online at:
www.myilibrary.com/?id=200123]

CHARLAND, L., 'Decision-Making Capacity'. In E.N. Zalta (ed.) The Stanford
Encyclopedia of Philosophy (2008) Available online at:
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/decision-capacity.

FEINBERG, J., The Moral Limits of the Criminal Law: Vol. 3 Harm to Self (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 1986). [Especially chs. 18, 24, 25, 26. Also available
online at: www.oxfordscholarship.com]

HAUSMAN, D.M., 'Valuing Health.' Philosophy and Public Affairs 34 (2006): 246-
74.

MANSON, N. and O'NEILL, O. Rethinking Informed Consent in Bioethics
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007) [Especially ch. 4]

MURPHY, D., ‘Concepts of Disease and Health’, In E.N. Zalta, (ed.) The Stanford
Encyclopedia of Philosophy (2008) Available online at:
http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/health-disease.

SCOCCIA, D., 'In Defense of Hard Paternalism'. Law and Philosophy 27, 4 (2008):
351-81.

ETHICS AND ORGANIZATIONS
Corporate Agency

*DAN-COHEN, M., Rights, Persons, and Organizations (Berkeley, CA.: University
of California Press, 1986) [chs I-111]

*FRENCH, P., Collective and Corporate Responsibility (New York: Columbia
University Press, 1984) [chs 1-4]

DAVIDSON, D., '‘Agency', in Essays on Actions and Events. (Oxford: Clarendon
Press, 1980), 43-61. [Available from www.oxfordscholarship.com]

PETTIT, P., 'Groups with Minds of Their Own’, in Socializing Metaphysics, edited by
F. Schmitt (Lanham, MD: Rowan & Littlefield, 2003), pp. 167-93.

QUINTON, A., 'Social Objects.' Proceedings of the Aristotelian Society 75 (1975):
1-27.

SCRUTON, R., 'Corporate Persons.' Proceedings of the Aristotelian Society Suppl.
Vol. 63 (1989): 239-66.

Corporate Responsibility

*CANE, P., Responsibility in Law and Morality (Oxford: Hart Publishing, 2002) [chs.
2, especially pp. 29-43, and ch. 5. Available online at
www.myilibrary.com/?id=80771]

*WOLF, S., 'The Legal and Moral Responsibility of Organizations', in Criminal
Justice (Nomos 27), edited by J.R. Pennock and J.W. Chapman (New York,
1985), 267-86. [Also in the Faculty Library offprint collection]




FRIEDMAN, M., "The Social Responsibility of Business Is to Increase lIts Profits."”
The New York Times Magazine, September 13, 1970.

THOMPSON, D., ‘Criminal Responsibility in Government', in Criminal Justice
(Nomos 27), edited by J.R. Pennock and J.W. Chapman (New York: New
York University Press, 1985), 201-14. [Also in the Faculty Library offprint
collection]

VELASQUEZ, M., 'Why Corporations Are Not Morally Responsible for Anything
They Do.' Business and Professional Ethics 2 (1985): 114-25. [Also in the
Faculty Library offprint collection.]

VOGEL, D., The Market for Virtue: The Potential and Limits of Corporate Social
Responsibility (Washington DC: Brookings Institution Press, 2006).

Trust and Accountability

*HARDIN, R., 'Conceptions and Explanations of Trust', in Trust in Society, edited by
K. Cook (New York: Russell Sage Foundation, 2001), 3-39.

*O'NEILL, O., A Question of Trust: The BBC Reith Lectures (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2002).

HARDIN, R., 'Do We Want Trust in Government?' in Democracy and Trust, edited
by M.E. Warren (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1999), pp. 22-41.

HOLTON, R., 'Deciding to Trust, Coming to Believe.' Australasian Journal of
Philosophy 72 (1994): 63-76.

JONES, K., 'Trust as an Affective Attitude.' Ethics 107 (1996): 4-25.

O'NEILL, O., "Justice, Trust and Accountability." [Transcript of lecture. Dated 18
March 2005. In the Faculty Library offprint collection and Camtools

KANT: GROUNDWORK OF THE METAPHYSICS OF MORALS
General and Background
a) Kant's Ethics

*SULLIVAN, R.J., An Introduction to Kant's Ethics (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1994) [chs 2-6, 10. Introductory.]

*TIMMERMANN, J., Kant's Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals: A
Commentary (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2007) [Also available
online at www.myilibrary.com/?id=91712]

GUYER, P., 'The Strategy of Kant's Groundwork', in Kant on Freedom, Law, and
Happiness. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000), 201-31. [ch. 6]

SCHNEEWIND, J.B., '‘Autonomy, Obligation, and Virtue: An Overview of Kant's
Moral Philosophy', in The Cambridge Companion to Kant, edited by P. Guyer
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1992), pp. 309-41. [Also available
online at http://cco.cambridge.org]

b) Contemporary Kantian Constructivism

KORSGAARD, C., The Sources of Normativity (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1996) [esp. chs. 3-4]

MILO, R.D., 'Contractarian Constructivism.' Journal of Philosophy 92 (1996): 181-
204. Reprinted in R. Shafer-Landau & T. Cuneo, eds., Foundations of Ethics
(Oxford: Blackwell 2007), pp. 120-131.

O'NEILL, O., Constructions of Reason, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1989) [ch. 11]

RAWLS, J., 'Kantian Constructivism in Moral Theory." Journal of Philosophy 77
(1980): 515-72.

SCANLON, T.M., ‘Contractualism and Utilitarianism', in Utilitarianism and Beyond.
edited by A. Sen and B. Williams, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1982), 103-29. Reprinted in R. Shafer-Landau, ed., Ethical Theory (Oxford:
Blackwell, 2007), pp. 644-660.

Duty and Motive

*HERMAN, B., 'On the Value of Acting from the Motive of Duty Alone."'
Philosophical Review 90 (1981): 359-82. Also in B. Herman The Practice of
Moral Judgment (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1993), pp. 1-22.

*KANT, I., Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1997) [sect. I]

BARON, M., 'Kant on Acting from Duty', in Kantian Ethics Almost without Apology.
(Ithaca, New York: Cornell University Press, 1995), pp.146-87.

KORSGAARD, C., 'Kant's Analysis of Obligation: The Argument of Groundwork I,
in her Creating the Kingdom of Ends. (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1996), 43-76. [ch. 2]

STRATTON-LAKE, P., Kant, Duty and Moral Worth (London: Routledge & Kegan
Paul, 2002) [chs.1-4]

The Categorical Imperative

*KANT, I., Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1997) [sect. I-l1]

*O'NEILL, O., 'Consistency in Action', in her Constructions of Reason. (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1989), pp. 81-103. [ch. 5]

*O'NEILL, O., 'Universal Laws and Ends in Themselves', in her Constructions of
Reason. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1989), pp.126-44. [ch. 7]

HERMAN, B., 'Moral Deliberation and the Derivation of Duties', in The Practice of
Moral Judgment. (Cambridge, MA.: Harvard University Press, 1993), pp.132-
58. [ch. 7]

KORSGAARD, C., 'Kant's Formula of Humanity', in her Creating the Kingdom of
Ends. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996), 106-32. [ch. 4]
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KORSGAARD, C., 'Kant's Formula of Universal Law', in her Creating the Kingdom
of Ends. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996), 77-105. [ch. 3]

SULLIVAN, R.J., Immanuel Kant's Moral Theory (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1989) [chs. 11-15]

Morality and Freedom

*KANT, I., Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1997) [sect. llI]

*O'NEILL, O., 'Reason and Autonomy in Grundlegung III', in Constructions of
Reason. (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1989), pp. 51-65. [ch. 3]

ALLISON, H., Kant's Theory of Freedom (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1990) [ch. 12]

HILL, T.E., 'The Kantian Conception of Autonomy', in his Dignity and Practical
Reason in Kant's Moral Theory. (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1992),
pp. 76-96. [ch. 5]

KORSGAARD, C., 'Morality as Freedom’, in her Creating the Kingdom of Ends.
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996), pp. 159-87. [ch. 6]



