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Answer three questions, at least one from each Section.

All questions carry equal marks.

All essays should be uploaded on the same document.

Clearly identify each question and write the question number before each answer.
Please provide a word count for each essay.

There is a word limit of 2000 words for each essay.

Write your candidate number (not your name) on the front page of the document you
upload.

Irrelevance will be penalised.

For candidates who choose to provide hand-written answers: candidates who do not write
legibly may find themselves at a grave disadvantage.
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Does the argument from opposites need to claim that life and death are opposites
which come from one another? Would the argument work better if it claimed
instead that embodiment and disembodiment are opposites?

Is there a better explanation than recollection for how perceptibly equal particulars
can put us in mind of the ideally equal form?

Expound and assess the argument that a soul cannot be an attunement of a body.

“It is by the beautiful that beautiful things are beautiful” (Phaedo 100e, trans. D.
Gallop). Is it?

If, as Socrates argues, death is desirable for philosophers, why did Socrates not
commit suicide earlier?

Does the Phaedo’s Final Argument succeed in showing that souls are imperishable?

What of value is added to the Phaedo by its myths?
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TV &M mpwtwv PpLthocodpnoaviwy ol AeloToL TG £v UANG €ldel povag wnbnoav

APXOAG ElvaL TTAVTWV.

Of those who first philosophised, then, most thought that the first principles of all

things were solely of the material type.

ARISTOTLE Metaphysics A.3, 983b6-8, trans. R. Barney

Is it correct to label the earliest Greek philosophers as materialists? Explain your

answer.

Bdlacoa U6wp kKabapwTtatov Kal plopwtatov, ixBUoL pPev MOTIUOV Kal cwThpLov,

avOpwrolg &€ dmotov kot OAEBpLov.

The sea is the purest and foulest water: for fish drinkable and life-sustaining; for men

undrinkable and deadly.

HERACLITUS B61, trans. C. H. Kahn

What, if anything, are we supposed to learn from this?

ol 6¢ dpopoivrtal
Kwdol Opug TudAol te, tebnmoteg, dxkpita ¢pUAa,

0l TO MEAELV Te Kal oUK glval TaTOV VEVOULOTOL

KoU Ta0Tov, mAavtwyv &€ maAlvtponog €ott kEAsuBoc.

And they are carried
Deaf and blind alike, dazed, uncritical tribes,
By whom being and not-being have been thought both the same

And not the same; and the path of all is backward-turning.

PARMENIDES B6.6-9, trans. D. Gallop

Explain the goddess’ diagnosis of mortal error in Parmenides’ poem.

Explain and evaluate Zeno of Elea’s argument that if there are many things
then they are both limited and unlimited in number.

Either (a) Anaxagoras claimed that “in everything there is a portion of everything”.
What is the best interpretation of this claim? Explain your answer.
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Or (b) What is the best reconstruction of Democritus’ argument for the
indivisibility of an atom? Explain your answer.

In the Protagoras, “the many” claim that sometimes people act contrary to their
judgement of what is better because they are overcome by pleasure, anger, or the

like. Explain and assess Socrates’ rejection of this view.

Does Socrates in the Republic have a compelling argument that the human soul is
composed of precisely three parts? Explain your answer.

Can Aristotle give an adequate defence of his distinction between primary and

secondary substances? Explain your answer.

Gomep yap aUANTH kal dyoApatonold Kot mavtl Texvitn, Kot SAwe v oty Epyov Tt
Kal tpagLg, év T €pyw Sokel Tayabov elval kal To v, oUtw S0&eLev av kal dvBpwnw,

glnep €otL TL Epyov aUToD.

For just as for a flute-player, or a sculptor, or any expert, and generally for all those
who have some characteristic function or activity, the good—their doing well—
seems to reside in their function, so too it would seem to be for the human being, if
indeed there is some function that belongs to him.

ARISTOTLE Nicomachean Ethics 1.7, 1097b25-8, trans. C. J. Rowe

Critically assess the role of this argument in Aristotle’s account of the human
good.

Either (a)
atorov 8¢ 1O pn olecBat €veka tou yiyveoBat, €av pn WBwol O Klvolv

Bouleuodapevov. kaitol Kal f téxvn ol PBouleletal kol €l €vijv &v T® VAW N
VOUTINYLKN, OHolwg av Ti dUoeL €moiel” WoT’ el €v Tfj TEXvN EVEOTL TO £VEKA TOU, Kal

év T puoEL.

It is absurd not to think that a thing comes to be for something unless the thing which
effects the change is seen to have deliberated. Art too does not deliberate. If the art
of ship-building were present in the wood, it would act in the same way as nature; so

if the “for something” is present in art, it is present in nature too.

ARISTOTLE Physics 2.8, 199b26-30, trans. W. Charlton

Is this a good argument for natural teleology? Explain your answer.
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Or (b)
koBarep el TLTOV 6pyaAvwY PUGCLKOV NV CWHA, OLOV TIEAEKUG' NV LEV YAP AV TO TTEAEKEL

glval ) ovola avtod, kat ) Yuyn tolto.

It is as if some tool were a natural body, e.g. an axe; in that case what it is to be an

axe would be its substance, and this would also be its soul.

ARISTOTLE De Anima 2.1, 412b11-13, trans. C. Shields

Is this a helpful analogy? Explain your answer.

Can the ancient sceptics successfully avoid the charge that it is impossible to live
without belief (apraxia)? Answer with reference to either the Academics or the
Pyrrhonists.

Either (a) If the atomic swerve happens without a cause, how does Epicurus think it

contributes to the possibility of voluntary action?
Or (b) How can some actions be “up to us” in a Stoic cosmos?

Critically evaluate either the Epicureans’ or the Stoics’ attempt to show that

knowledge can be attained through sense perception.

END OF PAPER



