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1. Should we be Lockeans about personal identity? 

2. Is Leibniz’s response to Locke on innate ideas a good one? 

3. ‘All simple substances or created monads could be called souls’ 
(LEIBNIZ). Explain and evaluate Leibniz’s reasons for this conclusion in 
The Monadology. 

4. Is Leibniz’s distinction between necessary and contingent truths 
defensible? 

5. Can you be a common-sense idealist? 

6. Is Berkeley’s refutation of Locke’s primary/secondary qualities distinction 
successful?  

7. ‘A great phiIosopher […] has asserted, that all general ideas are nothing 
but particular ones, annexed to a certain term, which gives them a more 
extensive signification, and makes them recall upon occasion other 
individuals, which are similar to them’ (HUME). Is this a good 
characterization of Berkeley’s view on abstract ideas? 

8. EITHER: (a) How does Hume use his maxim that all ideas are copies of 
impressions to account for the origin of the idea of space? 
 
OR: (b) How does Hume use his maxim that all ideas are copies of 
impressions to account for the origin of the idea of cause and effect? 

9. Compare Hume’s treatment of the external world with his treatment of 
personal identity. 

10. Compare the concept of a perception in two of the philosophers studied for 
this paper. 
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